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Counting Down
to World Red
Cross Day 2025:
Celebrating 162
Years of
Humanity 

RED O!!! NEWSLETTER

As the calendar inches closer to May 8th, we eagerly prepare to
honor the humanitarian legacy that has spanned 162 years. This
year’s World Red Cross Day comes with a powerful theme— "On
the Side of Humanity," —a call to action and reflection as we
celebrate the global and local impact of the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement.  

Since its humble beginnings in 1863, the movement has grown
into a worldwide network dedicated to alleviating suffering and
protecting human dignity in the face of adversity. From wars to
natural disasters, pandemics to hunger crises, the Red Cross and
Red Crescent have stood unwavering, guided by the seven
principles that bind us together: Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality,
Independence, Voluntary Service, Unity, and Universality.  

Here in Nigeria, the Nigerian Red Cross Society epitomizes this
enduring legacy. With our nation’s diverse challenges—from
floods and insurgencies to health emergencies—the Nigerian
Red Cross has consistently proven that being *on the side of
humanity* means standing by the vulnerable, empowering
communities, and spreading hope to every corner of the country.  

As we anticipate May 8th, we celebrate not just the past but the
present and future impact of humanitarian work. The Nigerian
Red Cross Society remains a beacon of compassion, adapting to
the evolving needs of our communities and embodying the
values that define the Red Cross Movement.  

Let’s gear up for this special day by reaffirming our commitment
to humanity, and joining hands to make a difference. On May 8th,
together we celebrate the power of service and the boundless
potential of compassion.  Stay tuned for more updates as we
count down to World Red Cross Day 2025! 

PHOTO CREDIT: ICRC

By Khene A. Nnabugwu | Snr. Communications &
Advocacy Officer NRCS



NIGERIAN RED CROSS
SOCIETY WELCOMES ROYAL

AMBASSADORS 

In a significant move to expand its humanitarian reach, we
recently paid a high-level visit to the Ooni of Ife, His
Imperial Majesty, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja II.
During the visit, NRCS President Prince Oluyemisi Adeaga
highlighted the organization's critical role in providing
humanitarian aid across Nigeria and expressed concern
over the lack of sustained funding from government
sources, which has left the organization heavily reliant on
international assistance.

5

BY GBUBEMI UBA | NRCS SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE



6

The Ooni of Ife warmly welcomed the delegation and
reaffirmed his support for the NRCS, while offering valuable
advice on modernizing the Society's approach. "Technology
has revolutionized humanitarian services," the monarch
stated, urging the NRCS to strengthen its communication
strategy, leverage digital platforms, and build strategic
partnerships with corporate organizations and NGOs to
increase visibility and attract more stakeholders and donors.
The visit also celebrated the appointment of Her Regal
Majesty, Amb. Dr. Temitope Enitan-Ogunwusi, as a Royal
Ambassador of the Nigerian Red Cross Society.

Only days earlier, we welcomed Her Regal Majesty, Olori
Temitope Enitan-Ogunwusi, wife of the Ooni of Ife, as our
new Royal Ambassador during a ceremony at our Abuja
Headquarters. 

As our Royal Ambassador, Olori Temitope will leverage her
experience as a dedicated philanthropist to raise awareness
and gather local support for our life-saving programs across
Nigeria.

Her investiture at the society’s headquarters is a landmark
event in our quest to strengthen the delivery of critical
services to vulnerable communities across Nigeria. This
historic collaboration underscores our shared commitment
to the principles of humanity, impartiality, and compassion
that define the Red Cross movement.

Her Regal Majesty's words encapsulate the essence of
humanitarian service: "Philanthropy is not a choice; it is a
responsibility." Her dedication to supporting those in need
serves as an inspiration to us all and aligns seamlessly with
the values of the Nigerian Red Cross.NRCS President & Her Regal Majesty during her investiture

The Nigerian Red Cross Society thrives on the generosity of individuals,
foreign partners, and the determination of its passionate volunteers

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE
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In a bid to strengthen the
referral pathway to address
the rising case from
Protection, SGBV and Child
protection, NRCS in
partnership with Norwegian
Red Cross consultant the
Horizon collaborate to
assess protection concerns
in Benue Branch

The Nigerian Red Cross Society's Abia State Branch recently visited a medium-security custodial center, where they
fumigated inmates' cells using specialized equipment and chemicals. The goal was to eliminate mosquitoes, bed bugs, and
other pests, improving the health and well-being of the inmates. The officer in charge and inmates expressed gratitude for
this thoughtful gesture, which brought much-needed relief to the facility.

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE

Abia Branch Fumigates Inmates Cells Of Nigerian
Medium Security Custodial Center, Umuahia

NRCS Benue Branch Protection Assessment
Supported By Norwegian Red Cross

By Nzubechi Isaiah Akubuako, Abia Branch Communications Officer

By Mary Ikeh, Benue Branch Communications Officer
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Triumph Amid
Adversity: The
Tale of Two
Farmers

In the serene waterside community of Iguoriakhi,
Edo State Nigeria, life revolves around the fields
mostly as means of livelihood. 

Henry and Osayomore, two resilient farmers,
have long relied on the fertile land to sustain
their families. Both cultivate rice and cassava,
staple crops/food in the region. Their farms has
served as a means of financial sustainability
and food security over the years.

But not until the flood struck. Though there has
been incidents of flood before now but that of
2024  brought unprecedented challenges,
leaving disaster in its trail.

The flood swept through the community with
ferocity, devastating farmlands and food
stored both for sale and daily survival leaving
families without hope for the next meal or a
place to stay.

For Osayomore, the impact was particularly
harsh. At 52, he watched helplessly as the
floodwaters overflowed his farm, soaked and
melted his cassava plants, destroyed his rice
paddies, and left his cornfields barren. 

But hope came in form of the Simplified Early
Action Protocol flood support provided by the Red
Cross.

“After the flood destroyed all I sowed, I used part
of the cash aid provide by the Red Cross to buy
fertilizer,” Osayomore said. “It was a start. Though
the floods took much, I’m working to rebuild.” His
determination, despite losing nearly everything,
embodies the spirit of resilience.

Henry, on the other hand, who faced almost the
same fate as Osayomore stated with a smile that  
“the cash aid went a long way,” noting that he
used part of the cash aid to purchase food
supplies for his family, ensuring stability during
the hard times, and reinvested the rest into his
farm after the water receded.

He farms rice on 2.5 hectares and cassava on
another 3 hectares land.
Henry gladly explained that his approach to farming
which is in tandem with the simplified early action
protocol, SEAP was his saving grace when the flood
struck. 

He had carefully timed his cassava planting to align
with the flood cycles, thus, he harvested before the
waters arrived!

The Simplified Early Action Protocol project aims to
build the resilience of community members to
prepare and act before disaster strikes thereby
mitigating its impact.  

Through the support of the Red Cross, both farmers
found ways to rebuild. Osayomore is replanting with
renewed hope, while Henry continues to expand his
strategic farming techniques. 

Together, their stories reflect the transformative
impact of humanitarian assistance, not just in
providing immediate relief, but in empowering
individuals to adapt and thrive amidst adversity.

By Tejiri Ovwigho-Ugbede, BCO EDO Branch

“After the flood destroyed
all I sowed, I used part of
the cash aid provided by

the Red Cross to buy
fertilizer” ~ Osayomore



Building Resilience
and Restoring

Hope To
Communities
 Affected by 

Flood in Jigawa
State 
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The Nigerian Red Cross Society, in collaboration with the IFRC,
has launched a major cash and agricultural assistance
programme for 5,000 families across Auyo, Mallam Madori, and
Kiri Kasamma LGAs in Jigawa State. During the official flag-off,
NRCS President, Prince Oluyemisi Adeaga, announced that
3,000 families will benefit from agricultural support worth N150
million to boost their farming activities, while another 2,000
families will receive cash assistance totaling N154 million. He
reaffirmed the Red Cross’s commitment to supporting the most
vulnerable, including people with disabilities, the elderly,
pregnant women, and displaced children.

A collection of touching moments from the CVA Distribution—witness the surge of emotions from its diverse recipients.

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE

In his goodwill message the Jigawa State Government
commended the Red Cross for standing by flood-affected
communities. Also speaking at the event, the Minister of State
for Humanitarian Affairs and Poverty Reduction, Dr. Yusuf
Sununu, represented by his Special Assistant, Mr. Atiku
Muhammad, praised the Nigerian Red Cross Society’s efforts,
underscoring the need for continued collaboration to effectively
tackle humanitarian challenges in Nigeria.

5000 Beneficiaries Receive Aid in Jigawa State  as Part
Of CVA Distribution Set to Take Place in 13 States 



NRCS Inaugurates Humanitarian Service Point
In Katsina: A Lifeline for Migrants in Need
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The Nigerian Red Cross Society (NRCS) has long been a
symbol of hope and compassion, and its newly inaugurated
Humanitarian Service Point (HSP) in Daura, Katsina State, is a
shining example of this commitment. This monumental
achievement, realized in partnership with the Italian Red
Cross (ItRC), underscores NRCS's unwavering dedication to
providing support to vulnerable migrants, regardless of their
migratory status.

BY CHARITY EKEOMA,  NRCS DISASTER MANAGEMENT
OFFICER (MIGRATION)

SERVICES THE NRCS HSP
PROVIDES: 

Non-Food Items 
Referrals
Restoring Family Links
(RFL)
Psychosocial Support
Information as Aid
Phone Charging Points
& Free WiFi.

Situated along a key migration route in Nigeria, the Daura HSP
offers a neutral and safe space where migrants can access
essential services on their journeys. Whether faced with
physical distress, disconnection from loved ones, or the
uncertainty of their next steps, migrants now have a lifeline at
their disposal.

The HSP initiative provides a wide range of crucial services,
including: First Aid |  Food and Non-Food Items |  Referrals |
Restoring Family Links (RFL) | Psychosocial Support |
Information as Aid | Phone Charging Points and Free WiFi.

This milestone is more than just an inauguration; it is a
testament to the NRCS’s mission of ensuring no one is left
behind. Every migrant matters, and through the Humanitarian
Service Point, NRCS is bridging the gap between vulnerability
and dignity.

The Daura HSP embodies the principles of humanity,
impartiality, and neutrality, making it a beacon of hope along
the migratory journey. Together with partners like the Italian
Red Cross, NRCS continues to demonstrate that through
unity, compassion, and action, even the most vulnerable can
find a safe space and a helping hand.

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE



E P I L E P S Y  &  T H E  F I R S T  A I D
R E S P O N D E R ’ S  A T T I T U D E  T O
L I F E - S A V I N G

Epilepsy is classified as a chronic disorder of the central nervous
system, marked by episodes of loss of consciousness and
convulsions. These episodes may also be accompanied by loss of
control of the bowel or bladder function. According to the World
Health organization (WHO), around 50 million people worldwide have
epilepsy, making it one of the most common neurological diseases
globally.

Nearly 80% of people with epilepsy live in low- and middle-income
countries. It is estimated that up to 70% of people living with epilepsy
could live seizure-free if properly diagnosed and treated.

Epilepsy, convulsion and seizure have technical
parallels, but it is important to differentiate
between the three terms, to right people
misconceptions and half-truths. So, let’s dig in: A
seizure occurs due to an electrical disturbance in
the brain, while a convulsion describes the
involuntary action of jerking and contraction. All
seizures involve convulsions. Seizures may occur
as result of several medical conditions e.g. a recent
concussion, a high fever or low blood sugar.
Epilepsy involves having seizures that occur
repeatedly. Note that a seizure that doesn’t recur
should not be considered as epilepsy. 

70% of people living with
epilepsy could live seizure-free
if properly diagnosed and
treated.

www.redcrossnigeria.org

FIRST AID

The Convulsion-Seizure- Epilepsy Conundrum

~ World Health Organization

The First aid responder is someone who is trained to provide immediate
skilled assistance to people who are injured, ill, or in distress until
professional medical help arrives. They play a crucial role in providing basic
life support, stabilizing a person's condition and potentially saving that life.
The First aid responder’s attitude towards epilepsy can be a matter of life
and death. Regrettably, there have been instances where first aid
responders have misunderstood epilepsy, leading to tragic consequences.
 
First aid responders need to know the differences between a seizure,
convulsion, epilepsy, as well as how to provide proper care during and after
a seizure.

Epilepsy is contagious.
No one can die from epilepsy.
If anyone has a seizure, he/she has epilepsy. 
During a seizure, the sufferer is in pain. 
You should restrain someone having a seizure
to prevent him/her from dying.

Some general falsehoods about epilepsy:

The First Aid Responder’s attitude to dealing with people
suffering from epilepsy

Recognize the signs of a seizure: Know how to
identify when someone is having a seizure, and
don't assume they're just being aggressive or
awkward. Be Calm.
  Keep the person safe: Clear the area of any
hazards, and gently turn the person onto their
side to keep their airway clear. Remain with them
until they regain consciousness.
  Do not restrain the person, as doing so may
lead to bone or muscle injuries. Instead, ensure
that the area around them is free of any objects,
and provide cushioning or padding for their
head with a soft material.  
  Do not place any object in the mouth of the
person, or coerce them to swallow anything.
  Stay with the person until they are fully
recovered. Offer reassurance and support.
  Call for help if seizure lasts for 5 minutes, if
there are breathing issues and underlying
illnesses. 

Here are some responsibilities of a first aid responder:

Pic credit: Epilepsy Foundation

BY TEMITOPE O. OGUNRINDE | SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
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Not too young to save a life!
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BY NRCS YOUTHWING  -  PHOTOGRAPHY BY ODELAMI IFEOLUWA (BCO OSUN)

The NRCS South West Zonal Youth Wing held its “First Aid on the Street” project in Osogbo, Osun State, during its 2025 First
Quarter meeting, reaching over 500 community members at Alekuwodo Market and Old Garage Park. 

NRCS YOUTHWING TAKES FIRST AID TO THE STREETS

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE
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The initiative focused on promoting first aid awareness and providing basic emergency response training, engaging traders,
commuters, and residents while strengthening local partnerships and increasing the visibility of the Society across the South
West Zone.

Children are shown how to administer Cardiac Pulmonary Massage on an unresponsive baby/adult using a dummy

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE



BY MARY IKEH | COMMS OFFICER, BENUE BRANCH

NRCS & NORCROSS PAY ADVOCACY VISIT TO
RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS TO PROMOTE COMMUNITY
HEALTH IN BENUE STATE

15

NRCS Benue Branch Secretary Anthony Abah led a team
from NHQ health and care dept and the country manager
NoRC Moris Monson to an advocacy visit to the Director
General of Bureau for International Cooperation &
Development BICD, Leo-Angelo Usha Viashima in his office at
Government house Makurdi. 
The visit was to intimate DG of the NORAD community health
project in the state due to the prevailing health challenges
and climate change effects. 

Mr Monson further appreciated the state Govt for the
smooth running & the acceptance of the project. Which
makes it easy to access the project location and to do an
assessment before the commencement in 2024.
The project manager, Adama Abdul, gave a detailed
explanation of the project in 5 LGAs , focusing on health,  
nutrition, KHHP, and emergency response.  

The intention to move into health facilities that were used by
our movement partner ICRC before exiting the state was also
revealed to the DG alongside SGBV, and referral pathways are
the focus for 2025.

Mr. Viashima applauded the BS and his team for queue into
the Govt sustainability plans such as one-health, hosting of
coordination meetings, by Red Cross & other stakeholders,  
and also asked that the Branch Annual Strategy plan be
submitted to his office so as to link the organization with other
partners in the humanitarian field.

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE



AVOID NRCS LOGO 

MISUSE
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The NRCS logo symbolizes our commitment to
humanity. Please ensure it is not altered or used
for unauthorized purposes, such as personal,
political, or commercial activities.
The official NRCS logo—featuring the red cross
and circular inscription—is the only approved
version for use. 
Let’s work together to uphold our values and
mission!

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE

Contact the NRCS Communications
Department for the NRCS Official Logo.

CORRECT LOGO

WRONG LOGOS

Rev. Dr. Aluola departed this life in the early hours of 23rd
March 2025. He died at Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching
Hospital, Ife Osun State. His demise is a tremendous loss to our
organization, and we mourn the loss of a dedicated leader and
humanitarian. We request your prayers and support during this
difficult time. May his soul rest in peace.

~ Announcer: Mr. Simeon Nwaubani 
Branch Secretary 
Nigerian Red Cross Society, FCT-Abuja Branch.

DEATH NOTICE
It is on a sad note that the Board Members of the Nigerian Red
Cross Society, FCT-Abuja Branch, announce the passing away of
our beloved Branch Chairman, Rev. Dr. Monday Aluola.

OBSEQUIES
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“INAUGURATION OF STUDENTS AT POLICE
SECONDARY SCHOOL, IGBOORA, IBARAPA
DIVISION”

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE

Empowering
YOUNG HEARTS:

OYO BRANCH INAUGURATES NEW 
SCHOOL UNIT AT IGBOORA 

On Saturday, March 15, 2025, we proudly inaugurated Police
Secondary School Igboora as a school unit of the Nigerian
Red Cross Society, Oyo State Branch. This momentous
occasion marked the beginning of an exciting new chapter
in our partnership with the school, as we work together to
promote humanitarian values and provide support to the
community.

The event was a resounding success, bringing together our
branch management team, school staff, and authorities on
the school premises. Led by Branch Secretary Trainer Ojo
Olaleye Christopher, our team was warmly received by DSP
Sunday Abiodun, who stood in for the School Commandant
PSP Ayuba.

In his welcome address, DSP Abiodun expressed his honor
at having the Red Cross Society present in their school,
highlighting the organization's global reach and vital support
services. The ceremony was filled with inspiring moments,
including a parade inspection, a brief lecture on the history
of Red Cross, and the administration of the oath of office to
students and the school unit leader.

The highlight of the event was the decoration of the school
unit commandant and leader, as well as the presentation of
the certificate of inauguration, flag of the society, and school
manual to the school. A first aid demonstration showcased
the humanitarian work of the Red Cross, and the event
concluded with a closing prayer and group photo.

By OLUWAFEMI GLADYS | OYO BRANCH COMMS OFFICER
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By establishing a Red Cross school unit in Police Secondary School Igboora, we aim
to empower students with essential life skills, such as first aid, and encourage them
to become active contributors to their communities. We believe that grooming
younger generations of volunteers is crucial for promoting humanitarian values and
fostering a culture of compassion, empathy, and kindness among young people

FIRST AID DEMONSTRATION, AND PRESENTATION OF THE RED CROSS FLAG TO THE SCHOOL

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE



Interviewer:
As you celebrate your 70th birthday, 
what advice would you like to share with the younger
 generation who aspire to make a positive impact in the world?

NATIONAL PRESIDENT:
My advice would be to always remember that "humanity is the
first religion." Be selfless, compassionate, and kind. Never
underestimate the power of giving back to the community, and
always strive to make a positive impact on people's lives. Also,
don't be afraid to take risks – every good thing that comes your
way comes with taking risks. Be innovative, be bold, and never
shy away from challenges.

19www.redcrossnigeria.org
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NRCS PRESIDENT
PRINCE OLUYEMISI
ADEAGA @ 70
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE
NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE NIGERIAN
RED CROSS ON HIS 70  BIRTHDAYTH

Interviewer:
Prince Adeaga, it's an honor to have you with us today.
Can you tell us a little about yourself?

NATIONAL PRESIDENT (Prince Oluyemisi Adeaga):
Ah, thank you for having me! I'm Prince Oluyemisi Adetayo
Adeaga, the National President of the Nigerian Red Cross Society.
. I'm a chartered accountant by profession
, and I've had the privilege of serving humanity through various
roles, including my Current position

Interviewer:
That's impressive! Your dedication to the Red Cross is truly
inspiring. Can you share with us the moment when you
decided to join the Red Cross and serve humanity?

NATIONAL PRESIDENT:
I joined the Nigerian Red Cross Society in 1982, and it's been an
incredible journey. What motivates me is the desire to give back
to the community and make a positive impact on people's lives.
As I always say, "humanity is the first religion".

Interviewer:
That's beautiful! As the National President
 of the Nigerian Red Cross Society,
 what drives your passion for humanitarian work?

NATIONAL PRESIDENT:
My passion stems from my belief in the importance of compassion,
empathy, and kindness. As the President of the
 Nigerian Red Cross Society, I've seen firsthand the impact of our
work on people's lives. It's a privilege to serve,
 and I'm committed to continuing this work.

Interviewer:
Your contributions to the community are equally impressive.
Can you share with us some of your notable achievements?

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
: I've been fortunate to have had various roles, including being
the former President of the Omo Ajorosun Club, and former
President-General of the Central Council of Ibadan Indigenes
(CCII).  I've also been a part of the Nigerian Red Cross
Society's efforts to provide humanitarian aid, including
responding to devastating floods victims in various states
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Happy Birthday NRCS
National President
Prince Oluyemisi Adeaga
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Red Cross Services Boreholes,
Promotes WASH in Azare,
Bauchi State
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In a powerful partnership, the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the
Emergency Response Unit (ERU) team from the
Norwegian Red Cross, and the Nigerian Red Cross
Society have made incredible strides in promoting
clean water access and hygiene practices in Azare,
Bauchi State.  

The initiative included servicing boreholes in Uzum and
providing extensive Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene
(WASH) training for 21 participants drawn from Bauchi,
Yobe, Jigawa, and Gombe branches, as well as five
divisions within Bauchi. The three-day program
featured lectures, presentations, and discussions on
day one, followed by hands-on fieldwork on days two
and three. It was facilitated by Danjuma A. Usman, a
WASH Regional Disaster Response Team (RDRT)
member in Nigeria, alongside Mr. Olugbami Richard
from NRCS Kogi Branch.  

RED O!!! - MARCH ISSUE

This collaborative effort has significantly strengthened
the capacity of participants to implement and sustain
WASH programs in their respective branches and
communities. Additionally, the training has created a
network of 21 trained hand pump repairers who can
now train others at division and community levels
through a "Train the Trainer" (ToT) model.  

The initiative also extended across five Local
Government Areas (LGAs) in Bauchi State, where 100
trained volunteers engaged with 52 communities to
promote hygiene best practices. Meetings with 44
community committees were held to establish
sustainable plans for improving hygiene standards in
the long term.  

This impactful work highlights the combined dedication
of IFRC, the Norwegian Red Cross, and the Nigerian
Red Cross Society to fostering healthier, empowered
communities. 

BY PAUL ORUKAMAYAN - NDRT BAUCHI 
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Norwegian Red Cross ERU, Secretary General of the NRCS & DM Director at Azare, Bauchi state to
commission the boreholes built and reconstructed by the Nigerian Red Cross.

www.redcrossnigeria.org
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